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Ms. Soss

Room 2-105
rachael.soss@polk-fl.net

Homework Website: http://sossenglish.weebly.com/
 English III – AP English Language and Composition
2016-2017
AP English Language and Composition includes many different literary genres such as fiction, poetry, drama, and nonfiction prose. The literature we will read is written by individuals of all backgrounds with a focus on American authors. Students will be introduced to a variety of different literary styles and themes with an emphasis on expanding their literary horizons and analytical skills. Students will not only be reading nonfiction from a variety of class textbooks and readers, but also a great selection of American novels. The class is very much driven by discussion-based learning, meaning that all students are expected to participate in a variety of text-based seminars and discussions to help further their understanding of language and literature.

Writing is another significant component of this course. It is very important that all juniors enter the AP exam confident in their writing skills, as it is a major portion of the exam. Student writing projects will include, but are not limited to, literary analysis, oral reports, multimodal presentations, and journal responses. Students are expected to be able to work within both individual and group scenarios. 
College Board’s Description of AP English Language and Composition:

An AP English Language and Composition course cultivates the reading and writing skills that students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course guides students in becoming curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts, and becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes. The reading and writing students do in the course should deepen and expand their understanding of how written language functions rhetorically: to communicate writers’ intentions and elicit readers’ responses in particular situations. 

The course cultivates the rhetorical understanding and use of written language by directing students’ attention to writer/reader interactions in their reading and writing of various formal and informal genres (e.g., memos, letters, advertisements, political satires, personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports).

Reading and writing activities in the course also deepen students’ knowledge and control of formal conventions of written language (e.g., vocabulary, diction, syntax, spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, genre). The course helps students understand that formal conventions of the English language in its many written and spoken dialects are historically, culturally, and socially produced; that the use of these conventions may intentionally or unintentionally contribute to the effectiveness 

or ineffectiveness of a piece of writing in a particular rhetorical context; and that a particular set of language conventions defines Standard Written English, the preferred dialect for academic discourse.

Goals set by College Board for AP English Language and Composition Courses:

The goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are diverse because the rhetoric and composition course in college serves a variety of functions in the undergraduate curriculum. The following, however, are the primary goals of the course:

Goal 1: Developing Critical Literacy
In most colleges and universities, the course is intended to strengthen the basic academic skills students need to perform confidently and effectively in courses across the curriculum. The course introduces students to the literacy expectations of higher education by cultivating essential academic skills such as critical inquiry, deliberation, argument, reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Few colleges and universities regard completion of this entry-level course as the endpoint of students’ English language education; subsequent courses in general and specialized curricula should continue building and refining the skills students practice in their rhetoric and composition courses.

Goal 2: Facilitating Informed Citizenship
While most college rhetoric and composition courses perform the academic service of preparing students to meet the literacy challenges of college-level study, they also serve the larger goal of cultivating the critical literacy skills students need for lifelong learning. Beyond their academic lives, students should be able to use the literacy skills practiced in the course for personal satisfaction and responsible engagement in civic life.

To support these goals, rhetoric and composition courses emphasize the reading and writing of analytic and argumentative texts instead of, or in combination with, texts representing English-language literary traditions. Like the college rhetoric and composition course, the AP English Language and Composition course focuses students’ attention on the functions of written language in and out of the academy, asking students to practice the reading as well as the writing of texts designed to inquire, to explain, to criticize, and to persuade in a variety of rhetorical situations. In this approach to the study and practice of written language, a writer’s style is important because of its rhetorical, rather than its aesthetic, function.

Textbooks:

Aaron, J.E., Kennedy, D.M., and Kennedy, X.J. The Bedford Reader. Tenth Edition. Boston, MA: 

Bedford/St. Martin’s. 2009. 

Aufses, R.D., Scanlon, L., and Shea, R.H. The Language of Composition. Boston, MA: Bedford/St. 

Martin’s. 2008. 
Bailey, E., and Olson, S. Fast Track to a 5: Preparing for the AP English Language and Composition 

Examination. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning. 2010. 
Cohen, S. 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology. Third Edition. Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 

2011.
MuCuen-Metherell, J. R., and Winkler, A. C. Readings for Writers. Fourteenth Edition. 

Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning. 2013. 
Policies and Procedures

Students should arrive to class on time and prepared with all materials. I will mark students as tardy and they will be asked to go to Choice if they are late without a pass. Repetitive tardiness will result in consequences per the school policy. Students may ask to use the restroom at the beginning of class, but keep in mind there is Bell Work to be completed each day during that time. Once class has begun students may only be excused for an emergency.

**Please come each class prepared** 

Students will need to purchase the following materials within the first week of school. 
· Pencils

· Pens black or blue ink (red and colored inks are not allowed to be used for assignments, unless student is annotating on a handout, etc.) 

· Highlighters
· Three-ring binder
· 8 dividers
· 2 packs of college ruled loose leaf paper

· 1 college ruled spiral notebooks

· Post-it/Sticky notes for marking passages in textbooks and novels

Students will need to come prepared with textbooks and supplies each day. I will do my best to inform you when you can leave certain books in your locker. 
Note-taking is crucial.  Students are required to take notes on all class readings and during class lectures/discussions/seminars. Quizzes and tests will cover both readings and in-class lectures/discussions/seminars. Regular reading check and skill based quizzes will be given unannounced; therefore note-taking is crucial for class readiness. If a student is absent from class for any reason it is the student’s responsibility to get class notes from another student. Please feel free to see me with any questions or concerns about what was missed.  (
Homework will be posted on the homework website and will include due dates. Please keep up with your homework. Long-term assignments and due dates will be posted as soon as I assign them. I will go over each assignment in class, but students are responsible for checking the homework website on a regular basis (daily would be best), as assignments and due dates are subject to change. Homework is to be done at home and is due at the BEGINNING of each class the day of the due date. Late homework assignments will not be accepted and will receive a zero. Students are not allowed to make up homework for credit. The only exception to this policy is absence from school—in order to receive credit, the student must turn in the homework on the first day he/she returns to school regardless if the class meets that day or not. DUE DATES ARE DUE DATES. I will not track you down to collect an assignment.
Absences: If a student is absent and misses a test or quiz, he/she should be prepared to take the test on the day he/she returns to school. I am available, both before and after school, for a student to do so. Students have a maximum of three days to make up a test/quiz. After that, the test grade will be a ZERO. Students will not be allowed to make up tests after the allotted time period. Makeup tests and quizzes may be different than the assessment that the class took on the initial testing date.
Essays are due in class on the date indicated on the homework calendar. E-mailed papers are not acceptable unless you are absent. If a student is absent on the day an essay is due the hard copy must be handed in the day the student returns to school or it will be considered late. 
Late Essay Policy: Late essays will receive a 10 point deduction every day the assignment is not turned in. After five days, the essay is no longer eligible for credit; however, the essay must be handed in for the student to complete the course assignments. All long term essay assignments are to be typed, double –spaced, 12 point font (Times New Roman), black ink and should follow all MLA guidelines.

Extra Credit will be decided on a case-by-case basis and is available to students who have completed all of their assignments ON TIME. I will not give students extra credit opportunities if they have been late with assignments in the past.

Class participation is 10% of each student’s quarter grade and includes completing assigned homework, answering questions or adding comments to class discussions, actively participating in cooperative learning activities, as well as being on-time and prepared for each class. In other words, do what is expected of you and you will do just fine. (
Extra help is available to students before and after school. Students should come prepared with specific questions to be answered, points needing clarification, or papers to edit, etc. 
Parents/Guardians: If you have any questions or concerns please contact me at rachael.soss@polk-fl.net and I will respond during the school week within 24 hours. I do not check my e-mail after 8 pm on most nights. E-mail is the fastest way for me to respond to your questions and concerns, as I do not have access to a phone on a regular basis. If you would like to set up a phone conversation, please e-mail me with your contact information (phone number, time to call) and I will be happy to get in contact with you.
E-mail policy: I check my e-mail each morning before classes and at the end of the school day. I do not check my e-mail after 8 pm, so please e-mail me before then if you have an urgent question that needs a timely response. I will return messages within 24 hours of receiving the e-mail. I will answer sooner whenever possible. Over the weekend, I check my e-mail as my schedule allows. Students should make every effort to speak with me in person (during school) regarding questions/concerns about assignments.

Cell phone policy: Cell phones are not to be used in class, not even to tell the time. If I need to remind you throughout class to put away your cell phone I will ask you to place it on the shelf. Cell phones can only be used when teacher allows it for ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES ONLY. Misuse of the cell phone when embarking upon an academic activity will result in a 0. Makeups will not be allowed.
Grades: Current grades will be updated on the student portal regularly. 

Grade break-down

· Essays & Presentations – 30%

· Tests – 25%

· Quizzes – 20%

· Homework – 15%

· Participation – 10%

Please be respectful of the teacher and your fellow classmates. We may not always agree as we discuss texts and readings, but allow others to state their opinion and response in a mature and courteous manner. Always remember the Golden Rule: Treat others the way you would like to be treated.
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarized works will constitute for a 0 in the grade book and can be made up for a maximum of 50%. If you are unsure at any time what constitutes plagiarism – ASK FIRST, WRITER LATER.

Use these polices/procedures as a guideline. You will be notified of any changes to class policies. Common sense and good judgment should guide your behavior in class and in school.

I am looking forward to a great rest of the year with all of you! (
Ms. Soss

Room 2-105

rachael.soss@polk-fl.net

Homework Website: http://sossenglish.weebly.com/ 
 Ms. Soss’ Policies and Procedures
2016-2017
Please fill out both sections
Students and parents: Please read Class Policies & Procedures and sign below to indicate that you understand and the student will abide by these class expectations. Please sign below and return the signed portion to Ms. Soss by Friday, August 26th. This will count as a homework grade.
Student Name (Printed): __________________________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________
Date 





Parent Name (Printed): ___________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ________________________________________________________

Date 





Parent Contact Information:
Parent Name (Printed): __________________________________________________

Home Address: _______________________________________________________
Phone number: ___(____________)______________-______________________________

Parent email: ________________________________________________________

Circle the method of contact that you prefer: 
Phone
   / 
Email 

